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Abstract

In Volume V of Research and Materials, one can find a variety of materials
related to the history, culture and literature of Belarus in the period from the 19
to the early 20™ century. The first section is devoted to the well-known and, at
the same time, not thoroughly studied story of the rebellion of Kroshyn peasants
against lord Stanislau Yuraha. These events, which took place in the Navahrudak
area about 200 years ago, became the origin of the beautiful legend about the first
peasant poet of Belarus, which has justified social trends in Belarusian literature
for over a century.

We have published a case from the fund of Hrodna’s civil governor, which
was practically unknown to date, since only a few fragments of it had once been
printed. It does not read easily, as it is not a novel, but only raw material for one.
Nevertheless, by reading these documents, one can probably answer the question
of whether the poem Play, play, little boy... was actually written between 1826
and 1829.

The second section of the book is an attempt (with the help of Piotr Kushyna)
to recreate the life in Belarusian villages of the north-eastern region of Belarus
during the decades of 1830 and 1840. The material published in the section is not
an archival document, but it has the equivalent photographic accuracy. It explains
the dark and hopeless life of a peasant abandoned to the will of fate who does not
even try (unlike Kroshyn peasants) to seek a better future for himself. Of course,
today's reader will definitely notice the hostility the author feels toward his own
characters, although he allegedly hails from the same environment of "hetsyks"
but has rejected them, learned the "language of culture" and, supposedly, has the
right to look down on them.

The study of archival collections is necessary not only because it is possible
to rely on the identification of high-level artistic works from a time when the
Belarusian literary process was de facto inexistent (it manifested itself only
within foreign-language literary processes) due to adverse socio-political condi-
tions. Archival collections, more importantly, have preserved several treasures of
our language, taking care of which is, perhaps, our most important task today.

Folklore and literary works were recorded by our ancestors - teachers and
district scribes - probably in the hopes that their work will not be lost, that they
will be once needed. Why did they undertake such a task? Because they loved
their own culture, were aware of its value and saw the reigning contempt and, at
the same time, a threat to it from the dominant culture.



Lukash Bende found sixteen literary works in Pavel Shein’s papers. We are
publish what he had copied, and there is hope that someone will publish it directly
from their original source (i.e. from P. Shane’s papers), rather than the adaptation
of L. Bende. And not only these works, but also other, unidentified by this formi-
dable man with a revolver.

The section that contains the texts of Stanislaw Zambzhytski are not meant
for the enjoyment of today's literary aesthetes, as Vyazynka’s poet had not aspired
to be published or have a career as a writer: he was just fixating pictures of the
life around him (not of peasants, we should note, although peasants and their
particular language did sometimes appear in his texts). He was "made" a poet by
his granddaughters, especially one of them, Olympia Swianiewicz, who, in
1920-s and 1930-s, studied, and then researched and taught geography and ethno-
graphy. Later, being in exile, she will reproduce "skarbiec kultury biatoruskie;j"
from memory in order to discuss it with Stanislau Pigon in the context of the
dependence of Dziady by Adam Mickiewicz on Belarusian folklore and support
her arguments by examples from the life and rituals of Vyazynka surroundings.

The obituaries of Vincent Dunin-Marcinkiewicz and Yaleha Prantsish Vul,
found in old editions, allow the clarification of certain dates in the life of these
prominent representatives of the Belarusian literary and socio-political move-
ment of the 19 century.

Until very recently, we did not know anything about the fate of Yaleha
Prantsish Vul (Eliha Francis Carafa-Korbut, 1835-1894) after the writer had been
taken from Vitsiebsk to Siberia in 1864. Today, we can more accurately define
his tortuous path, and even his place of eternal rest in Warsaw’s Powonzki was
found.

Regarding research on the life and works of Alherd Abukhovich, Belarusian
literary critics have contributed significantly. It is, nevertheless, worth to take a
closer look at his legacy once more. However, it should only be done without the
fear that the discovery of new information can harm the reputation both of the
writer himself and of the researchers who had once created the image of the first
Belarusian fabulist. After all, the pursuit of truth cannot hurt a good cause.

For a long time, for obvious reasons, Belarusian Soviet historians and lite-
rature researchers have ignored the figure and the contributions of Vatslau
Ivanousky. Because of this, the chain of renaissance events was missing an
important link which unites Aliaxandr Jelski and Frantsishak Bahushevich with
the Nasha Niva movement. Of course, Koladnaja pisanka or Vyalikodnaya pisan-
ka, are works of little significance by present standards, but we cannot do without
them. It will probably be long until Belarusian publishers will prepare facsimile
restored works of the first national editions of the XX century, so they should be,
at least, published in text until we can inspire them to do something even better.
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